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Adrienne and Eric Brown have lived in Wentworth Falls for seven years. The backyard of their home faces south-west and has the most wonderful view of distant mountains. Their block is 1300 square metres and extends down a valley into natural bushland. Because they bought in Maple Grove they planted two Japanese Maples on their front nature strip to celebrate securing their much sought-after home. They had been searching the Blue Mountains area for one year until they found just the right place.
The Browns love the fact that their garden is a mixture of exotics and natives and they take great pleasure and delight in both the garden and the wildlife that it attracts. On my visit, a brightly coloured pair of very tame King Parrots came to feed. Eric fed the female by hand from a cup of bird seed while the male sat close by on the edge of the roof waiting for Eric to throw the rest of the seed onto the grass before he glided down to feed.  
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The backyard is overlooked by a verandah leading out from the house. A shed sits at the side. In front of the shed is a triangular-shaped garden full of camellia trees, some of which were brought up from Bayview on the Northern Beaches of Sydney where the Browns previously lived. A very well established Camellia sasanqua covers the side wall of the shed and various varieties and colours of Camellia japonica fill the rest of that garden bed. At ground level thick green leaves indicate sprouting bulbs.   
Behind the shed are two compost bins and a water tank which holds 5,000 litres of water. “Not enough”, says Eric, as all of it can be used in one day. Everything from the kitchen is composted and Eric turns over the compost weekly.
Annuals such as marigolds and miniature sweet peas are planted in tubs around the verandah. Eric grows annuals from seed and houses them on shelving enclosed in plastic to get them started. Last [image: image3.png]



Adrienne and Eric Brown’s Garden.  





The stunning view from the Browns’ property.














