[image: image1.png]Merdlevorltly Falls Gardere Clul Frec

Affiliated with The Garden Clubs of Australia Inc







Camellia reticulata
This variety of camellia originated in Yunnan in Southern China where the climate is very similar to temperate and highland Australia. Camellia reticulata, introduced to Australia 30 years ago, is amongst the less commonly known in the camellia family. Yet as the largest flowering of the entire camellia group, it is spectacular. Reticulata refers to the strong veining or reticulated pattern in the leaves. 

These spectacular shrubs produce large blooms, almost always in late winter. The evergreen bushes are open and upright with large leathery matt green leaves varying to shiny dark green. Most forms of Camellia reticulata are robust growers that prefer full sun to light shade in slightly acidic soils. Flowers can grow to 20-25cm across in some specimens (as big as your dinner plate). The blooms vary in colour from pure white through all shades of pink, scarlet reds and very deep red, as well as many with variegation.
Camellia reticulata is often sold grafted onto the understock of Camellia sasanqua. It has open branches and will typically grow to 8m (25’) tall. While grafted plants cost more to produce, they grow healthy, vigorous and reliable specimens which are more adaptable to a greater variety of garden conditions. Any shoots below the graft should be removed.  
Camellia higo (Flowers of the Samurai)

Higo camellias are rare in Australia. The true form is from Southern Japan and striking in its simplicity and elegance. They have a strong cultural significance in Japan where, up to the mid-19th century, only two social classes were allowed to cultivate this camellia – the priests and the Samurais. 

The flowers tend to be small to medium-sized and are produced on a neat compact bush. Higo blooms are usually single with a large central group of stamens. Colours of cultivars range from red, white, pink, bi-colours (striped) to variegated (blotch). The bushes have glossy green leaves and a good habit, so little, if any, pruning is required. They perform best in light shade to full sun.

[image: image2.jpg]



Other interesting plants at Longview Garden Centre include:
Polyanthus perennials. Longview has a heritage range of Polyanthus including various colours, striped and mixed varieties. They have sold a lot already but more stock is coming in over the next few weeks.
Rhododendron stenopetalum’Linearifolium’. This is a very unusual rhododendron which has just arrived. It has very unusual pink star-like flowers.

Luculia (pronounced “lew-KEW-lee-uh”) has been difficult to obtain and is much sought after by gardeners. There are three varieties: Luculia pinceana “Pink Spice”; Luculia gratissima and Luculia grandifolia.
Native to Nepal, Luculia pinceana only grows about 3 metres high and has compact rosy pink tubular flowers in a tight head, much like a hydrangea. The flowers have a very sweet, musk-jasmine fragrance. While it is usually an evergreen shrub, in cooler climates it will become semi-deciduous. It is frost tender to 5 degrees and is best grown in a warm sheltered position with filtered light in slightly acidic soils rich in organic material. It needs considerable summer watering but is an ideal addition to a garden where rhododendrons and camellias already successfully grow.

Luculia gratissima is native to the Himalayas, from Northern India into Western China, where it can grow to around 6 metres in forests. However, in gardens it will probably grow to about 3 metres. Because it is a forest native it likes good, organic soil around its roots, a little bit of supplementary water and plenty of organic mulch. Gratissima is a Latin word meaning “very, very pleasing”. Luculia gratissima flowers in the middle of winter and has gorgeous pink flowers with a beautiful perfume.

Luculia grandifolia is native to Bhutan. It needs to be protected from frosts and requires water in summer. It has beautiful white scented flowers and magnificent foliage. Luculia can be propagated either by seed or tip cuttings in late spring to summer. 
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Sources

Longview Garden Centre – Margaret, Bev and Janina
http://www.burkesbackyard.com.au/factsheets/Trees-and-Palms/Camellia-reticulata/1733
http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/stories/s845404.htm http://www.abc.net.au/gardening/stories/s1424226.htm  [image: image4.png]
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