Minutes from the General Meeting Wentworth Falls Garden Club –

Thursday 8th August  2013 –

Wentworth Falls School of Arts Hall  

President- Henry Nelson
- Opened the meeting, welcomed visitors Kathy Russell, Jan Klemenchic, Gwen Edwards and

Bernadette Heckford and new members Carlene Martin and Irena Rayson

-  The red book was passed to members for questions for Q&A.

- Henry thanked Barry Butler who has taken over the hall set up and informed members that a letter of thanks on their behalf has been sent to Ronn Keen. Asked again for others to assist Barry in this role.
- It was announced that member Judy Clarke was attending today for the last time as she is relocating to be near her family, after 26 years in WF.

- A new proposal was announced that the Newsletter could be sent to those members who were willing to accept it via their email address.  
Secretary- Janice Light
- Last call for GCA Convention, Ballarat Sept. 15-18

- Personal copies of DVD of 2013 Crossing of the BM available from the Secretary. One copy is now in the library. 

- Leura Garden Festival, Oct. 5-13.

- Australian Garden Show. Centennial Parklands, Sept. 5-8.

- Iris Convention, Waldorf Leura Garden resort, October 26-30

- Commemorative Daisy, 2013 Crossing BM, now available from Longview Nursery, a show of hands indicated good interest in purchasing a plant. 

- Seminar re Australian native bees, Megan Holcroft, Glenbrook Native Reserve August 18.

- Notice board contains many new notices of gardening interest.

Financial Report – Michael Cooper

As per Statement of Accounts 1st July-31st July 2013

Total Funds: $1726.11 Total Income: $838.00 Expenditure: $854.50 Available Funds: $1709.61

MC gave detailed account of $5 attendance fee and expenditure incurred for each GM

Publicity- Narelle Nolan
- Advertisement August issue of Gazette;
-  article on members Janine & Peter Shoemark who are Guest Speakers today; 
- invitation to members to supply garden tips/topics for N/L; 
- thanks to Carol Conway standing in for Celeste Shadie as proof reader and resource check;
- reiterated the fact that the N/L is a team effort and thanks to those who willingly assist each month.
Library- Carol Conway
- 3 new DVD’s added to library- Gardens of the World; Gardening Australia, Pete’s Patch; and Seminars, 2013 Crossing Blue Mountains all available from library.

- Note: Marilyn Shields will stand in for Carol Conway for the September/October GM.

Welfare- Henry Nelson

Maisie Wilkinson still in Katoomba Hospital; Helen Kennedy and Joy Taylor both unwell; Bob Henson recovering; Ron Moore’s wife is unwell.
Tours & Functions- Sharon & Lynton Phillips N/A
Garden Tips- Sylvia Smith

Unseasonal weather causing onset of buds and early onset of bulbs and blossom trees; fertilise anything in flower or about to flower, regular doses every 2 or 3 weeks; iron chelate on yellowing leaves of Daphne, Camellias; water flowering plants and plants in terra cotta pots, careful with plastic pots; remove build of winter moss in lawns/paths with dolomite; prune fir/dormant trees, Roses and remove any remaining Agapanthus; clean and oil tools.
Q&A- Anne Tout (Moderator)

a) Prune/when to feed Roses- lime sulphur after pruning be careful of leafy plants underneath, OR white pest oil, OR cow manure, potash and blood and bone.

b) Daphne cuttings can be taken any time from August on, but better after finish flowering, OR cover low hanging branches with soil these will take root.
c) Gymea Lilies take anything up to 8 years to flower and only flower every 2nd year

d) Lavender at Wentworth Falls, best to plant English Lavender, likes plenty of sun, prune at beginning of autumn.

e) Sooty mould on Rhododendrons- pull leaves off if practical, OR use pest oil and spray under leaves OR use Confidor OR Eco Oil/Eco Rose which are chemical free.
f) Pruning Callistemon- must be kept in check when young, although is hardy enough to take a hard prune.

Morning Tea

Speaker introduced by Henry Nelson

Janine & Peter Shoemark- Chelsea Flower Show, May 2013
Site of Chelsea Flower Show (CFS) directly opposite the Thames Embankment and is reputed to be the largest tent in the world with a shopping alley selling anything remotely to do with gardening. Costs to attend have significantly increased to 140 pounds per person per day.  Queens Day and Judging Day are not open to the public.  2013 was the one hundred year anniversary although it wasn’t open for 8 years during WW 2. The last day is the most expensive to attend as everything is sold off and all displays are dismantled and the site returned to original condition. Quality of the visual presentation was first class, and the names of the plants, shrubs and flowers were well known to Janine.  The amount of effort and work that goes in the CFS from exhibitors from all over the world is staggering.  The quality and beauty of the flowers, the freshness and generous displays are breath taking.  Roses, Clematis, Asiatic Lilies with amazing hybrids, Streptocarpus, Tulips, Proteas from Africa, Exotics from Trinidad and huge Birch trees all add to an unbelievable exhibition over 5 days.  The sheer logistics of the event is overwhelming.  One such display, The Tea Garden had a “Mad Hatters” Tea Party theme where everything in the display could be made into tea and teapots hung in a sculpture dribbling water onto precious plants below.  It was interesting to note the amazing freshness of the floral displays which included succulents and cacti all peaking at the right time and ready to be exhibited in the world’s finest flower show.     
Meeting closed 12noon

