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We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians of this land: the Dharug and Gundungurra. 
people.  

A letter to garden lovers ……  
 

Having just completed the second Wentworth Falls Garden Club tour of Rookwood Necropolis, I have been 
reflecting on the impression first timers may come away with.  It is natural to focus on the monuments both large 
and modest and wonder about the life of the people buried there. 

 

But Rookwood Necropolis isn’t just a cemetery—it’s a sprawling, living 
landscape where history and horticulture intertwine.  The plant life there 
reflects both Victorian-era ideals and the natural ecology of the Sydney Basin. 
 
The cemetery was designed in a gardenesque style of mid nineteenth century 
England, with carefully chosen plantings that symbolized mourning, 
remembrance and eternal life.  Think cypress trees for sorrow, rosemary for 
remembrance and evergreens for immortality.  These choices weren’t just 
aesthetic—they were deeply symbolic, echoing 19th-century funerary 
customs.    

Beyond the cultivated areas, Rookwood also contains Vegetation Conservation Areas that preserve native 
bushland.  These zones support plant communities typical of the Cumberland Plain Woodland, including species 
like Eucalyptus moluccana (grey box), Eucalyptus tereticornis (forest red gum) and a variety of native grasses and 
shrubs.  Some of these areas are home to threatened flora, making Rookwood not just a cultural landmark but an 
ecological one too. 
 

Here are some of the most commonly symbolic plants you’ll find there:     

• Cypress trees – These tall, slender evergreens were widely planted in cemeteries to represent mourning 
and eternal life. Their upward-reaching form was seen as a bridge between earth and heaven    

• Rosemary – Known for its strong scent and resilience, rosemary symbolises remembrance. It was often 
planted near graves or even placed in coffins 

• Lily – A classic funerary flower, the lily stands for purity and the restored innocence of the soul after death 
• Weeping willows – Their drooping branches evoke sorrow and mourning, making them a poignant visual 

metaphor for grief 
• Laurel – Traditionally a symbol of victory and immortality, laurel wreaths were sometimes used to signify 

triumph over death.     
These choices weren’t just decorative—they were part of a broader cultural language of mourning that helped 
people express the inexpressible. Rookwood’s layout and plantings reflect this deeply symbolic approach, 
blending horticulture with heartfelt tribute.    
 

We look forward to seeing members at the Annual General Meeting.  Membership renewals due 1 July 2025.  
You can pay by direct debit (details in Club Information, see over page) or cash on Thursday at the meeting.   
 

Duncan Leys, President               

 

When What How Much? 

Thursday 23 October  Friends of Fern Hill and Mulgoa Valley 
bus trip 

Costs TBA. Bookings and payment will be via Humanitix.    

Thursday 11 December Garden Club end of year Christmas 
lunch at Palais Royale, Katoomba 

Costs TBA. Bookings and payment will be via Humanitix 

 



 

 

 

Club Information 
 

All members and visitors are asked to sign in upon arrival. Members 
should wear their club name badges to all club meetings, events and 
rambles. To take part in club events you must be a bona fide club 
member. General Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each 
month, from January to November, at the Wentworth Falls School of 
Arts Theatre, Adele Ave (cnr Great Western Hwy), Wentworth Falls.  
 

Check-in by 9.30 am for a 9.45 am start and finish around noon. The 
library and the plant stall are open before the meeting and at morning 
tea.  There is a $5 (cash) meeting entry fee. 

New member joining fee is $25. Thereafter, the annual renewal fee 
is $20, due in July each year.  Payments can be by direct debit to 
Wentworth Falls Garden Club    

BSB: 062-559    Acct: 28003852   

Ensure your name and reason is included with your remittance. 
 

Wentworth Falls Garden Club contact details. Please note the 
email address for all enquiries: 
 

Email:  secretarywentworthfallsgc@gmail.com 
Website:  www.wentworthfallsgardenclub.com 
 

For Club Welfare matters from July meeting,  
please contact the new Welfare contact - Carol Conway  

Mob:  0402 096 001 or email carolanne_10@hotmail.com   

Volunteers Roster for  
10 July 2025 General Meeting  

 

Hall set-up:    1. Harold Johnston   
                         2. Daniel Murphy 
 

Hall pull-         1. Karen Beckley   
down               2. Harold Johnston 
 
 

Morning Tea:  10 July – to bring a plate: 
 

Ruth Lowson 
 Chris Jensen    

Barbara Fox   
 

Plates should be ready to serve.  Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 
 

Next General Meeting - 14 August 2025 
Guest speaker:   Belinda Coates, Wentworth  
Falls Garden Club member – Living the Good 
Life without plastic bin liners.   
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Today’s Speaker:   Robert Trinajstic – Garden Design and Follies   

Today’s speaker is Robert Trinajstic from Hedge & Arbour in Faulconbridge.  Robert had a keen 
interest in gardening from an early age.  Living in Europe in his early years, he was influenced by his 
grandparents and worked the ground for productive purposes.  In Australia, Robert learnt from both 
his parents with their creative ideas and practices in gardening, design and working with timber.   
 

As an adult, Robert found joy in the garden: endless hedges and perennials, the reward of the 
abundance of roses, hydrangeas and liliums, and working with timber.  This passion for landscaping, 
garden design, working with timber in design and construction lead to creating his business,  
Hedge & Arbour.    
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