
 

 

  

9th February 2023: Edition No 365 

A message from the President…… 
 
 

The year has started well with our first meeting in January strongly attended. I was so sorry to have missed 
it, but heard Duncan did a wonderful job in my place. I was also sorry to have missed the amazing display 
of fuchsias the speakers, Norma and Andrew Price, and Barbara Cooper brought with them. I hope those 
who attended took home lots of plants.  
 
Sure to be an intriguing subject, our February speaker will be John Parsonage the Coordinator of the Blue 
Mountains Zone who will tell us about China. His talk will dispel some of the myths that have sprung up 
and bring insight into the reality of such a vast and somewhat “mysterious” country. The native flora of 
China is extremely diverse with more than 30,000 plant species, some of which only grow in China. 
 
Most of us were busy with family and friends over the festive season and the garden probably took a back 
seat, but with warmer and drier weather we can now take stock of what’s been happening and make some 
changes. This brings me to the idea of companion planting. Companion planting has many benefits with 
plants assisting each other as they attract beneficial insects, deter pests, improve growth and in some 
cases, maybe even enhance the flavour of your favourite vegetable. Large-scale agriculture to your next-
door neighbour can reap rewards by understanding some of the essentials of companion planting which is 
much more a part of the Northern hemisphere than in Australia. It is a poorly understood concept here, 
but it has something to do with the biodiversity of your patch and the variety of life forms in your garden. 
This biodiversity must include a variety of native flora and native trees, lots of blossoming shrubs that 
attract native wasps and bees, butterflies, beetles, and pollinating insects. It’s all about attracting the good 
helpful critters, and keeping the bad guys at bay so when you next plant strawberries or tomatoes leave a 
space for some borage- not only is it edible and pretty to look at, I’m told, it improves the flavour and yield 
of both plants. Food for thought!! 
 
We meet again on 9th February. I’m looking forward to it as I trust you are too.  
 

Janice Light 

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians of this land: the Darug and Gundungurra people.  

ALL Executive and Committee positions become vacant at the AGM in July 
2023. All positions are open for nomination. 
 

This year, Janice is stepping down as President as required by the Club’s constitution and will 
be leaving the committee. Also, Ronah is not standing for re-election to the committee.  
 

If you would like to contribute further to the effective operation of the club, you are invited to 

nominate for either an Executive or Committee position. We must have a President for the club 
to exist. The Committee members meet once a month to review and discuss the club's 
operation, future functions, speakers, finance and how we can best serve the club members. 

We invite you to consider how you could join the Committee and help your club. 
 

Please see Gai or Henry for a nomination form or any enquiries. 



 

 

Today’s Speaker is John Parsonage. 
 

John Parsonage is the Blue Mountains Coordinator for the GCA. John has had a unique and adventurous 
career with a strong focus on China. He started as a telegram boy in the city at just 15 years old but soon 
discovered his passion for teaching, by teaching drafting at the Department of Technical Education. He went 
on to spend several years as a consultant and international consultant for TAFE, where he had the 
opportunity to set up courses in China. John retired from TAFE and decided to pursue his passion for teaching 
in China, spending several years there as the Director of Studies, teaching English. In 2002 he even started 
his own English language school in Qiqihar. John has also worked as a maintenance engineer in Queensland, 
South Korea and Indonesia, before finally teaching English to international students in Sydney for 8 years. 
Throughout his life, John has continued to expand his education with studies in Naval Architecture, Teaching, 
and English as a Second Language, solidifying his commitment to education and his connection to China.  

John’s Topic today is “China! Not what you think.” 
  

  

WELFARE 
 

Cards were sent to Maggie Weir, Kay Murray, 
Sheena Simpson and the family of Paul 
Sullivan 

Lea       Contact details ➔ 

Treasurer’s Summary January 2023 
 

Opening Balance at 1st Jan $6,590.67 

plus Monthly Income $308.75 

minus Monthly Expenditure $904.79 
Closing Balance at 31st Jan $5,994.63 

 

Club Information 
All members and visitors are asked to sign in upon arrival.  Members 
are asked to wear their club name badges to all club meetings, events 
and rambles. To take part in club events and rambles you must be a 
bona fide club member. General Meetings are held on the second 
Thursday of each month, from January to November, at the Wentworth 
Falls School of Arts Theatre, Adele Ave (cnr Great Western Hwy), 
Wentworth Falls. Check-in at 9.30am for a 9.45am start and finish 
around noon. The library and plant stall are open before the meeting 
and at morning tea. $5 entry fee. 

Joining fee is $35. Thereafter, annual subscription is $25 due in July 
each year.  Payments can be by direct debit to Wentworth Falls Garden 
Club Account:  BSB: 062-559; Acct: 28003852.  

Ensure your name is included with your remittance. 

 
Wentworth Falls Garden Club contact details: 
Email: wentworthfallsgardenclub@gmail.com 
Website: www.wentworthfallsgardenclub.com 
 
For Club Welfare matters, please contact Lea Nelson  
Ph 4784 1101 or email leanelson@ozemail.com.au  
 

 

 

Next Meeting 

9th March 2023 
 

Guest speaker:  Deb Wells, Vice President of the 
Blue Mountains Rhododendron Society, will tell 
us of the disaster recovery at the Campbell 
Rhododendron Gardens in Blackheath. 
 
 

Hall set-up:  Martin Vaughan   
  Peter Shoemark 
 
Pull down: Martin Vaughan  

  - 
 
Morning Tea – bring a plate. 

Belinda Coates 
Marjorie Gunasekara 
Ronah Tuite  

Plates should be ready to serve.  

Printed by bennetts printing - phone (02) 4782 2514 

 

The Plant Stall is OPEN.  

Bring Plants! Bring 

Cash! Buy Plants! 

Order your Merino Magic! 
 

Merino Magic may be ordered this 

month. See Lea Nelson with your 

new order. Available for $7 / 10kg 

bag, to be picked up from Leura. 

See the email for bank details. 

https://www.wentworthfallsgardenclub.com/
mailto:leanelson@ozemail.com.au?subject=WFGC%20Welfare

