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We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians of this land: the Darug and Gundungurra people.

A letter to garden lovers ......

Welcome Garden Club members and visitors to 2025. We look forward to another year of wonderful guest
speakers with interesting topics at our general meetings, and there are some greatbus trips in the planning.
Members’ garden rambles are aways a welcomed treat and are a wonderful way to find out what grows well
and ideas, and how you might be able to introduce them into your own garden.

By now most of us are over Christmas and the New Year. Although myself, | was hoping the time for not
doing much at all would last a little longer. Unfortunately, not! | returned from a few days away to find a
Manchurian pear tree in my back yard had lost a very large limb. On the way down it had demolished
sections of my side and rear fences and had also blocked the rear and side laneways. My neighbours told
me we had a particularly violent but short storm, and a lot of limbs had come down into the laneways, but
mine was by far the biggest mess and damage caused.

The offending tree (pictured below) was a big tree, and | did not know it was a Manchurian pear, but | liked
it for its Autumn colour and its short white flowering in Spring. | read Manchurian pears can grow to 10
metres in height by 8 metres in width. My Manchurian pear tree would have been close to this size.

We decided we would try to save the tree with

some considered pruning to lighten the load on the laneway sufficiently so cars to get through.
the trunk. To remove the tree would have left an Last week | had my tree guy attend to cut up and
enormous amount of my garden without the clean up the fallen branch.

protection it was used to.

The Blue Mountains SES attended and cleared

Duncan Leys
President

Watch for Member Events coming soon!

When What How Much?

e The Blue Mountains Historical Society will be having a lecture on Paul Sorenson: his Life and Career.
Presentation by Stuart Read is on Saturday 1 March 2025, 10.30am-12.30pm at Wentworth Falls
School of Arts. More info: https://bluemountainshistory.com/events/




Today’s Speaker: Dianna van Gaal, Antonia’s Irises
Growing Irises and demonstration

Antonia’s Irises is located beside the café Beekeepers Inn on the Mitchell Highway between Bathurst and
Orange. Dianna and Allen started planting Bearded Iris rhizomes in 2013 and had their first harvest in

2015.

Both grew up in the country, Allen on an orchard in Orange and Dianna on a dairy farm in New Zealand.
They thought they had a few clues on operating a small horticultural business, but there was a lot to learn.
Now in their 11" year the learning curve is not so steep, and they enjoy passing on what they have learnt

in their cool climate gardens.

Antonia’s Irises, named after Dianna’s mother, Antonia has an online store - antoniasirises.com.au but
you can purchase freshly dug rhizomes at our meeting. Bring your credit card!

e Blue Mountains Wild Plant Rescue and Nursery is facing eviction from their Katoomba base. There
is a petition - https://www.change.org/p/save-wildplant-rescue-we-need-a-home

Volunteers Program for
13 February 2025 meeting

Hall set-up: 1. Carol Conway 2. Daniel Murphy

Hall pull

down: 1. Karen Beckley 2. Daniel Murphy

Morning Tea: 13 February — bring a plate:
Lea Nelson
Gwen Edwards
Barbara Thomas
Carol Conway

Plates should be ready to serve. Thank you for
your generosity.

The March General Meeting
will be held on 13 March 2025
Guest speaker will be Mat Murray, Mt Tomah
Botanic Gardens, Turkish Delights and bulb
growing in the Taurus Mountains.

Club Information

All members and visitors are asked to sign in upon arrival. Members
should wear their club name badges to all club meetings, events and
rambles. To take part in club events you must be a bona fide club
member. General Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each
month, from January to November, at the Wentworth Falls School of
Arts Theatre, Adele Ave (cnr Great Western Hwy), Wentworth Falls.

Check-in by 9.30 am for a 9.45 am start and finish around noon. The
library and the plant stall are open before the meeting and at morning
tea. There is a $5 meeting entry fee.

New member joining fee is $25. Thereafter, the annual renewal fee is
$20, due in July each year. Payments can be by direct debit to
Wentworth Falls Garden Club Account: BSB: 062-559; Acct:
28003852.

Ensure your name and reason is included with your remittance.

Wentworth Falls Garden Club contact details. Please note the
new email address for enquiries:

Email:  secretarywentworthfallsgc@gmail.com
Website: www.wentworthfallsgardenclub.com

For Club Welfare matters, please contact Lea Nelson
Mob: 0452 447 129 or email leanelson2780@gmail.com
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