
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

             12 June 2025: Edition No 390 

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians of this land: the Dharug and Gundungurra 
people.  

A letter to garden lovers ……  

Next week I am going to a lecture titled “Where have all the insects gone?”.  So, I have been reading up 

on the subject. 

Scientists tell us insects are disappearing at an alarming rate, and they are deeply concerned.  Some 

studies show that 41% of insect species are in decline, with one-third threatened with extinction. 

Some of the main threats include: 

• Habitat loss due to urbanization and agricultural expansion, which reduces forage and nesting sites. 

• Climate change affecting pollinators' breeding cycles and food availability. 

• Pesticides and pollution, particularly insecticides, which can harm pollinators directly and disrupt 

their ecosystems.  

• Parasites and diseases, which weaken pollinator populations.  European honeybees are essential 

for the commercial almond, mango and macadamia production.  It is said after a varroa mite 

outbreak in other countries like New Zealand and Canada, honeybee hive numbers typically 

experience a significant decline in the first five years, followed by a recovery usually starting after 

six or more years.  

• Declining plant diversity, reducing the availability of food sources. 

There are ways we can help protect pollinators and support their survival. Some of the ways we can help: 

• Plant pollinator-friendly flowers & promote plant diversity– Choose a diversity of plants that 

provide nectar and pollen throughout the seasons. 

• Avoid pesticides – Many insecticides harm pollinators. Opt for organic gardening methods or use 

natural alternatives. 

• Support local organic farms – Buying from pollinator-friendly farms helps promote sustainable 

agriculture. 

• Create nesting habitats – Leave patches of bare soil, dead wood, or install bee hotels to support 

solitary bees. 

• Reduce light pollution – Artificial light at night disrupts nocturnal pollinators like moths. 

• Participate in community science – Observing and documenting pollinators can contribute to 

conservation research. 

Even small actions can make a big difference in protecting pollinators and ensuring a healthier ecosystem.  

Duncan Leys, President                   Images by C Martin and istock  

 

When What How Much? 

Wednesday 18 June 
Bus departs 8.00am sharp 
from carpark Wentworth 
Falls School of Arts 

The Gardens of Rookwood Tour 
including bus, guide, morning tea and 
a ‘Greek Wake’ lunch  

Rookwood Tour at time of printing has ONE seat 
available.   If you find you are unable to attend, please 
contact Duncan Leys, organiser of tour ASAP.  Please 
note refund/s may not be available. 

Thursday 23 October  Friends of Fern Hill and Mulgoa Valley 
bus trip 

TBA. Bookings and payment will be via Humanitix.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

Club Information 
 

All members and visitors are asked to sign in upon arrival. Members 
should wear their club name badges to all club meetings, events and 
rambles. To take part in club events you must be a bona fide club 
member. General Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each 
month, from January to November, at the Wentworth Falls School of 
Arts Theatre, Adele Ave (cnr Great Western Hwy), Wentworth Falls.  
 

Check-in by 9.30 am for a 9.45 am start and finish around noon. The 
library and the plant stall are open before the meeting and at morning 
tea.  There is a $5 (cash) meeting entry fee. 

New member joining fee is $25. Thereafter, the annual renewal fee 
is $20, due in July each year.  Payments can be by direct debit to 
Wentworth Falls Garden Club    

BSB: 062-559    Acct: 28003852   

Ensure your name and reason is included with your remittance. 
 

Wentworth Falls Garden Club contact details. Please note the 
email address for all enquiries: 
 

Email:  secretarywentworthfallsgc@gmail.com 
Website:  www.wentworthfallsgardenclub.com 
 

For Club Welfare matters, please contact Lea Nelson  
Mob:  0452 447 129 or email   leanelson2780@gmail.com     

Volunteers Roster for  
12 June 2025 General Meeting  

 

Hall set-up:    1. Greg Carty  2. Daniel Murphy 
                         3. Carlene Martin 
 

Hall pull          1. Karen Beckley  2. Greg Carty   
down:       
 
 

Morning Tea:  12 June – to bring a plate: 
 

Irma Mahling 
 Ronah Tuite    

Janice Light  
 

Plates should be ready to serve.  Thank you for 
your generosity. 
 

The 10 July 2025 General Meeting  
Guest speaker:   Robert Trinajstic of Hedge 
and Arbour, Faulconbridge.  Robert’s topic is 
Garden Design and Follies.   
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Today’s Speaker:   JILL DARK - Orchid hunting 

Jill Dark has lived in the Blue Mountains since 1968.  She is a keen birder, botanist, conservationist 

and mentor.  Over the years Jill has worked with Blue Mountains Conservation Society, Australian 

Plants Society, Bushcare, Wires and Blue Mountains Bird Observers.  She has co-authored three 

Native Plants of the Upper Blue Mountains books.  Jill has lead walks, given talks, rehabilitated birds 

and animals, and has run bird courses for Wires groups for many years.  Jill spends as much time as 

she can in the bush and says there is always something new to marvel at. 
 

Today Jill will talk about how she survived ‘lockdown’ in 2021 by orchid hunting. 
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Would you like to join us for a last minute lunch on Thursday after our meeting, 12.15pm at The 
Grandview, Wentworth Falls?  Please see Belinda Coates at morning tea break if you are interested.  
Reservation depends entirely on availability on the day.    
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