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GARDEN CLUB

We acknowledge and respect the traditional custodians of this land: the Dharug and Gundungurra.

A letter to garden lovers ...... Gardening in a wet winter.

I don’t know if | am unusual, but | find winter in the Blue Mountains a good time. The prerequisites for a good time
are good heating and a good coat. | enjoy early morning walks with frost on the ground, early morning walks in
the rain not so much. | enjoy sitting in the sunroom with the sun streaming through the double-glazed windows
and the house heated to a constant 20-22 degrees C. | enjoy working in the garden on a sunny winter’s day but
retire indoors at dusk at the latest.

| have prepared my garden for storms in all seasons. | have spent thousands of dollars improving the drainage
system and managing the trees through selective pruning. This month, when storms and rain events have brought
down large trees and caused flooding in neighbouring properties, thankfully | have been spared. As winter comes
to an end | will need to give attention to fertilising, aerating and pest control.

Nutrient Leaching: Heavy rains wash away essential nutrients, leaving soil depleted. | plan to use chicken manure
pellets, dehydrated vegetable matter and coffee grounds.

Compaction: Foot traffic on wet ground compresses soil, making it dense and less hospitable to plant roots. | may
hire a mechanical lawn corer.

Fungal and Mould Growth: Damp conditions provide a haven for fungi, moulds, and mildews. Parts of my lawn
appear to be almost all moss and | have found a ‘30 Seconds’ product that kills growth on paths and | am weighing
the risk of using it on my lawns.

Pests: Slugs and snails thrive in moist environments and they need to be culled before their population explodes
in spring. | do not use snail bait and have to seek them out and clean up the survivors with beer traps.

The biggest pest and the one most active during winter is the brushtail possum. In past years they tried a few
daffodils blooms, found they are not to their taste and left them alone. This year they have pretty much bitten off
every yellow bloom and even dug up some of the bulbs. For some reason white blooms are untouched. | am
experimenting with a chilli-based mixture to apply to the foliage.

| trust the wet winter has not been too tough and we get some late winter sunny days to lift our spirits.

Duncan Leys
President

When What How Much?

Thursday 11 September | Garden ramble to club member’s Sorensen designed | Garden details will be given at the
garden, wear your walking shoes. You are invitedto | general meeting.
bring a picnic lunch to have in the garden.

Thursday 23 October Friends of Fern Hill and Mulgoa Valley bus trip. Costs $65 incl morning tea and light
lunch. Bookings and payment will be via
Humanitix -

https://events.humanitix.com/tour-of-
fernhill-and-the-mulgoa-valley

Thursday 11 December | Garden Club end of year Christmas lunch. Venue Costs TBA. Bookings and payment will
TBA. be via Humanitix.



https://events.humanitix.com/tour-of-fernhill-and-the-mulgoa-valley
https://events.humanitix.com/tour-of-fernhill-and-the-mulgoa-valley

Today’s Speaker:  Stuart Read

Life and career of garden designer, Paul Sorensen

Stuart Read is a horticulturist, landscape architect and renowned landscape
and garden historian. He is currently Senior Heritage Advisor with Heritage
NSW. Stuart has studied gardens worldwide and has written widely about
them.

The most well-known Sorensen designed garden in the Blue Mountains is
Everglades House and Gardens in Leura which is now managed by the National
Trust.

Today, Stuart will present an overview of the Life and career of garden designer,
Paul Sorensen.

There will be a garden ramble to a club member’s Sorensen designed garden,
so wear your walking shoes. You are also invited to bring a picnic lunch to eat
in this garden. Details will be provided at the general meeting. Please ensure
you wear your club badge for garden ramble.

Everglades House and Gard

Leura Wentworth Falls Gard

Pre-pay general meeting fees? Club members now have the option to pre-pay the financial year of general
meeting entry fee of $5.00 per meeting by direct debit rather than ensuring you have $5.00 cash for each
meeting. Forinstance, August 2025 to June 2026 inclusive there are ten (10) meetings, so that will be $50.00

Volunteers Roster for Club Information
11 September 2025 General Meeting

All members and visitors are asked to sign in upon arrival. Members
should wear their club name badges to all club meetings, events and

Hall set-up: 1. Daniel Murphy rambles. To take part in club events you must be a bona fide club

2. Greg Carty member. General Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each
month, from January to November, at the Wentworth Falls School of
Hall pull- 1. Karen Beckley Arts Theatre, Adele Ave (cnr Great Western Hwy), Wentworth Falls.
down: 2. Daniel Murphy

Check-in by 9.30 am for a 9.45 am start and finish around noon. The
library and the plant stall are open before the meeting and at morning
Morning Tea: 11 September — to bring a plate: tea. There is a $5 (cash) meeting entry fee. Members may choose
the option to pre-pay the annual meeting fee by direct debit.

Carol Conway  Janice Light
Joanne Burgess Catherine McGee
Bronwyn Hay  Maggie Weir

New member joining fee is $25. Thereafter, the annual renewal
fee is $20, due in July each year. Payments can be by direct debit to:

Wentworth Falls Garden Club Inc
BSB: 062-559 Acct: 28003852
Ensure your name and reason is included with your remittance.

Plates should be ready to serve. Thank you for
your generosity. We are anticipating many visitors
to hear Stuart Read'’s presentation.

Wentworth Falls Garden Club contact details. Please note the
In My Garden: Robyn Mickan will do this new email address for all enquiries:

month’s 5 minute talk In My Garden segment. Email:  secretarywentworthfallsgc@gmail.com
Website: www.wentworthfallsgardenclub.com

Next General Meeting — 9 October 2025 For Club Welfare matters:

Guest speaker: lan Hook from the Bromeliad please contact the new Welfare contact - Carol Conway
Society of Aust. Mob: 0402 096 001 or email carolanne_10@hotmail.com
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