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I came from India in the late 1970s to do postgraduate studies in Botany at the University of NSW. [I met Celeste and Pete there – and I am so glad they are up here now and we catch up from time to time!] 

In India I did a Master’s degree in Botany specialising in Plant Anatomy. During that study, I remember thinking how wonderful it would be to see and know the unique flora and fauna of Australia, personally. Paleo-botany subjects included many Gondwandan species – and hence the Indo-Australian connection for me, if you like. Home was part of the Nilagiri Mountain range (translated Blue Mountains) in the Western Ghats of Southern India. Although much of this was cleared for the East India Tea Company, growing up in this part of India meant I was surrounded by natural vegetation – a Blue Mountains connection. This together with my mum’s garden fostered a love for plants.

My Masters at UNSW was in Plant Pathology – researching three species of Sclerotinia, a fungal pathogen causing soft-rots, white mould, etc on crops such as beans and carrots, and affecting vegetables in cold storage or in transit. During the Master’s I also worked with Dr Ramsey on Bryophytes and visited the Blue Mountains on short study trips, falling in love with the Mountains and the mosses growing here.

I became an Australian citizen after our daughter was born and we moved to the Mountains about 22 years ago. 

My entry into TAFE was through the free Women’s Program; later I completed the TAFE Training Course. Since then I have been a part-time casual teacher at the Blue Mountains TAFE. I also work in the Disability Section for TAFE. 

I have landscaped our garden and revamped it over the years after doing a Permaculture Course. In 2010, I did a Horticulture Therapy Course and, more recently, a Plant Biosecurity Course. 

Plant Biosecurity is the topic Janine has asked me to talk about. It is an important area dealing with quarantine, research and protection from the inadvertent, or sometimes deliberate, transportation of plant pests and diseases into Australia which, as an island continent, is relatively free of several plant pests and pathogens found in other parts of the world. 


	Thursday

9 October
	Garden ramble at Leura after the Club Meeting. The address is 1 & 3 Easter Street, Leura. Our host is Kathleen O’Connor.
	After meeting until 1.30pm

	Saturday 

25 October
	Bathurst Spring Spectacular. We will explore beautiful spring gardens in and around Bathurst and enjoy lunch at Miss Traill’s Gardens. The cost is $45. Check on vacancies with Sharon. Payment must be made today.
	Time of departure 7.45am sharp at Wentworth Falls School of Arts

	Thursday 
4 December


	Christmas Lunch at Wentworth Falls Country Club, 206 Blaxland Road, Wentworth Falls. Cost is $30 for members and $35 for non-members. Money will be taken today and at the November meeting.
	12 noon
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From the President …


Spring is certainly a time to get out and about and look around some lovely gardens. As a Club we had the pleasure of visiting gardens that were open in Berry, NSW a few weeks ago. Thanks to Sharon and Lynton for organising such a happy two days away. You will see that Narelle has captured some of the thoughts of those on the trip in this newsletter. This month 26 of us went on an organised viewing of Lynn’s ‘Foggy Dew’ in Leura – an amazing five-year-old garden. A number of us also visited the beautiful ‘Trevlyn’, owned by Lyle and Dorothy Davis, as well as their neighbour’s garden, ‘Vinca Glade’. Quite a few of our members were happy to volunteer some time on gate duty at these last two gardens. Now we are in the throes of the Leura Gardens Festival with Corrie and Steve Kennedy’s beautiful ‘Tanglewood’ being one that is open this year. Once again many of our members are helping out in some way for this worthy cause (or have done so in the past).





Thanks to Barry and Henry, membership renewals this year have been efficient and smooth-sailing, and I am happy to report that we have 115 members in this wonderful Club of ours. 





Your committee is working on a varied list of guest speakers for 2015. Please let one of us know if you have a speaker to recommend, or perhaps an area of interest for which we might be able to find a speaker. 





Enjoy this beautiful spring weather …


Celeste





The Guest Speaker for today is Meera Jarvis.





�    Dates for Your Diary





              Morning Tea 


Today:     	Vivien Jones and


Silva Ikaunieks 


13 November: Margaret Peoples and 


Frances Craze 


If you are unable to come on your rostered day, please call Jane Blackshaw on 4757 2887.





Club Secretary: Gai Horrocks: Ph 4782 5274 ghorrocks@iprimus.com.au


Wentworth Falls Garden Club, PO Box 37


Wentworth Falls NSW 2782


www.wentworthfallsgardenclub.com





Guest Speakers


Today’s Meeting:




















Next Meeting            


13 November:


�
Meera Jarvis


Tafe Teacher, Horticulture; lover of things botanical especially Australia’s unique biodiversity.


“Plant Biosecurity”





Libby Cameron


Horticulturist, Garden Writer and Tour Leader “Gardens of Holland and Belgium, including floriade and Keukenhof”


�
�






Club Information


All members and visitors are asked to sign in upon arrival.





Members are asked to wear their club name badges to all club meetings, tours and functions. To take part in club functions and tours you must be a bona fide club member.





General Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month, from January to November, at the Wentworth Falls School of Arts Theatre, Adele Ave (cnr Great Western Hwy), Wentworth Falls. Meetings commence at 9.45am and finish around noon. The Library and Plant Stall are open before the meeting and at morning tea. $5 entry fee.





Joining fee is $30. Thereafter annual subscription is $20.  





For Club Welfare matters, contact Lea Nelson: 


Ph 4784 1101











