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A Recipe for Success – adapted from Bill and June Avery’s 

fail-safe method  
As many of you know, Peter and I moved into our newly-built home in Leura four years ago. It had a few trees on the block but nothing else so whilst I was impatient to start planting (and still am), we needed to get most of the hard landscaping in place first. We had to get lots of retaining walls done and that was the priority. As an interim measure, at the front of the house we laid out the garden beds and then put down mulch where the paths were to go. It was only at the beginning of this year that we decided we wanted something a bit more permanent. We have two dogs that tear up from the garden to the front door and when it rained they brought the mud in with them. In hindsight, it was a good thing that we didn’t do the permanent paths earlier as the garden beds grew over the three years.

We decided that we would lay gravel paths but had no idea how to do it successfully. I am the one who wants things done yesterday, but Peter does it once and it stays done. So … we needed to do some research! I grabbed a notebook and a pen and headed down to Bill and June’s place. They have wonderful gravel paths which not only had the look that we were wanting to achieve but also the wearability. This is their method and it worked a treat for us too:

MATERIALS/TOOLS (note that Tunks in Katoomba have the first three materials)

· Geotech fabric (it is sold by the metre and you need to put it under all of the gravel). This helps with weed suppression.

· Gravel (we chose 10mm crushed quartz as we preferred the hard edges).
· Off-white cement.
· Hose: nozzle set on ‘spray’.
· Roller: the one we used is heavy-duty plastic and is filled with water when it needs to be used. This gives it the weight required.
· Wheelbarrow.
· Shovel. 

· Scissors/Stanley knife to cut the Geotech.
· Heavy block of wood (approx 12cm x 6cm x 4cm: this size can be whatever you have to hand).
· Large mallet.[image: image2.png]



Gravelling Your Pathways…














