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Water garden plants are divided into three main categories: submerged, marginal, and floating.  Most plants provide oxygen to the water and absorb nutrients from the water. 
Submerged plants are those that live almost completely under the water, sometimes with leaves or flowers that grow to the surface such as with the waterlily. These plants are placed in a pond or container usually 1–2 ft (0.30–0.61 m) below the water surface. The roots serve only to anchor these plants as all nutrients come from the water and are absorbed by the leaves.  These plants create oxygen for the fish that live in a pond. Examples of submerged plants are:
· Waterlily (Hardy and Tropical)
· Hornwort 

· Marginal plants are those that live with their roots under the water but the rest of the plant above the surface. These are usually placed so that the top of the pot is at or barely below the water level. Examples of these are: 

· Iris or Flag (Iris spp.)

· Water-crowfoot (Ranunculus fluitans)

· Bulrush (Scirpus lacustris)

· Cattail (Typha latifolia)

· Taro (Colocasia esculenta)

· Arrowhead (Sagittaria latifolia)

· Lotus (Nelumbo spp.)

· Pickerelweed (Pontederia cordata)

· Floating plants are those that are not anchored to the soil at all, but are free-floating on the surface. In water gardening, these are often used as a provider of shade to reduce algal growth in a pond. These are often extremely fast growing/multiplying. These plants feed directly from the water through their roots so no additional fertilizer is necessary. You will need to occasionally thin out floating plants so that no more than 60% of the pond's surface is covered to allow sunlight to reach fish and other vegetation in the pond.  Examples of these are: 

· Mosquito ferns (Azolla spp.)

· Water-spangle (Salvinia spp.)

· Water-clover (Marsilea vestita)

· Water Lettuce (Pistia stratiotes)

· Water Hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes)

General Planting Tips
Line pots with newspaper to stop the soil leaking out of the bottoms holes. Fill the container about one-third full of good quality potting mixture or if available specific water plant potting mixture, then place the roots of the plant in the soil and continue to fill while holding the plant at the correct height in the pot. Do not plant too deeply. You can add several plants of the same type into a single pot if you want a fuller look.  Water the plant to settle the soil around the roots and allow excess water to drain off.   If the plant will go into a pond/water garden with fish, use rainwater or dechlorinated water, as the chlorine in tap water irritates fish gills. To stop the soil washing out of the pot, you can add a layer of river pebbles or pea gravel as top dressing.   
As mentioned earlier, the various types of water plants will tolerate a specific height of water above their crown. The “crown” of a plant is the point at which the stem and roots join. Accommodate plants that need shallower water by building “shelves” in the pond to lift them to the correct height.  Typically, marginal plants will have about 5cm of water above their crowns, and one way of elevating them is to use pavers or bricks. Ensure that the pavers or bricks are clean before putting them in your water garden. 
Algae can be a problem, often growing in very high densities in ponds because of the high nutrient levels that are typical of garden ponds. Generally algae attach to the sides of the pond and remain innocuous. Some species of algae, such as "blanket weed", can grow up to a foot a day under ideal conditions and can rapidly clog a pond. On the other hand, free-floating algae are microscopic and are what cause pond water to appear green. Blanket weed is actually a sign that the water is clean and well balanced, although it is unsightly. Green water (free-floating algae) means there are too many nutrients in the water, usually from rotting vegetation or too many fish for the space. Some blanket or string algae removal can be achieved manually, through scooping with your hands, or using various tools such as sieves, nets and screens to scoop them up. Sometimes a stick may be the simplest tool. Just twirl the stick around and you'll find that the algae will start to wind up on to the stick. Introducing more plants into the pond can help control green water algae. By doing so, you create more competition for both the available sunlight and also the amount of freely available nutrients in the water.  Frequent, partial water changes between 10 and 25% will also help as this is a good way of diluting nutrients and toxins in the pond water. Additionally, you can introduce aquatic pond snails and tadpoles to your pond. Pond snails eat algae. Tadpoles not only eat algae but also mosquitos and other insect larvae.  However, tadpoles grow into frogs and can croak loudly at night, disturbing your sleep.
Longview Nursery stocks water plants and products for garden ponds. Currently they have 6” pots at $13.98 and 8” pots at $23.98.  They have a wide range of plants including Water Canna Lily and Colocasia esculanta (Elephant Ears) to name just 2.  They sell slow release water plant fertiliser called Water Garden Tablet Fertiliser at $6.98 and Blagdon Green Away for Algae at $24.98.  They also stock Barley Straw which helps maintain the growth of Algae.
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