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Succulents are a great addition to a garden and are easily grown. They provide a wonderful range of foliage, shapes and textures. The pattern and symmetry of many are quite stunning. The colours range through soft greens, greys, pinks and browns blending very harmoniously together. Some succulents also have wonderful flowers and bloom during the winter months.   Succulents do well in containers because the roots of succulent plants are relatively shallow.  They can look great in a bowl or dish. They also do well as indoor plants.  
The term succulent covers a huge diversity of plants, but basically they all have fleshy leaves, stems or roots that retain water. They come from all over the world.  Most species come from the warmer parts of the world, but succulents such as sedums and sempervivums do well in cold climates.   The cactus is the most extreme succulent, and they have several distinguishing characteristics. Virtually all cacti originate in America, they only store water in the body of the plant, and they all have an areole, a tiny woolly area around the base of the spine. Cacti are not the most popular form of succulent because of their very spikey covering of spines. 
Small clustered succulents look attractive along paths and garden edges.  Alternatively, a large and dramatic Aloe, Agave, Euphorbia or columnar cactus can provide a focal point in the garden.   Certain cacti, aloes, yuccas and agaves can get quite large at maturity at three to five years, so plan for this when choosing their location in your garden.  Choose plants that are appropriately sized for the space they fill. Consider the width and height of the area when determining how far apart the plants should be.  Succulents look great with rocks around them or placed so that the plant is cascading over the rocks.
Most succulents grow well in poor quality soil as long as the dirt is porous and drains quickly. The most important soil requirement for any succulent is quick drainage. Amend heavy garden soil half-and-half with decomposed granite, perlite, sand or crushed pumice.  To further enhance drainage, plant succulents on top of mounds or raised garden beds.  For containers, use "cactus mix," or add pumice or perlite to regular potting soil. 
Whether you choose containers or gardens, succulents need plenty of sunlight, so plant in an area with at least four to six hours of direct sunlight each day.
Succulents are low-water plants but they are not no-water plants.  On average they need at least 350mm to 500 mm of rainfall per year.  They look best when given regular water. They need to be watered when actively growing. Succulents have a number of features that enable them to survive in deserts, on rocks and in the branches of trees. These include: fleshy stems and leaves for water storage, spines, thorns and hairs to reduce transpiration and light coloured, reflective surfaces to reflect heat.  The rule of thumb is the fleshier the plant, the more camel-like, and the less water it requires.  The soil should go nearly dry between watering. 
Keep succulents on the dry side during dormancy, usually the winter months. Cacti in particular cannot tolerate overwatering. Roots that sit in water will rot.  
Succulents do not need very much fertiliser.  Applying a slow release fertiliser in spring is sufficient.  
In humid areas or after prolonged rain, succulents may develop fungal diseases and leaf spots. Succulents have demonstrated a wide tolerance to the fungi that cause leaf and stem spots. For the most part these fungi are harmless, although they can disfigure landscape plants pretty severely. Shallow tan lesions appear on susceptible plants, creating a permanent stippling or spotting. Replacing the plant with a more resistant cultivar may be warranted or spots can simply be tolerated, as they do very little damage despite their appearance. Heavily infested succulents may spread spots to other plants, however, using a fungicide product is generally not recommended.

A variety of root and crown rots are caused by the fungal pathogens of the genus Phytophthora. Unfortunately, these diseases are difficult to differentiate from the early stages of other fungal diseases since their symptoms are largely non-specific. Affected plants become stressed, wilt, change colours and eventually die from a slow rot that develops upward from the soil level.  Although root and crown rots don't respond well to treatment, they can be discouraged by planting in well-draining soils and being careful not to over-water. Some succulents, such as Aloe, can be restarted from cuttings of unaffected tissues. 
Succulents are very quick and easy to propagate.   Remove the leaves from the stem with thumb and forefinger, making sure to take the leaf base as well. Both the leaves and stem are set aside for about a week, so that they dry out. If using Echeveria stem, take cuttings 10cm (4") long. When preparing stem cuttings, make a straight cut at the base and a sloping cut at the top. This will ensure you don't plant the cuttings upside down.

The leaves and stems are then gently inserted into a shallow tray filled with moist, free-draining propagation mix or 50:50 potting mix and washed river sand. The cuttings should not be pushed too far into the mix, just far enough so that they stand up. The tray of cuttings should be put in a dry, warm place. Keep it damp but not overwatered. It takes approximately 6 weeks for roots and new leaves to form. When the new plantlets are big enough, they can be potted up or planted in the garden. 
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